SOROPTIMIST
INTERNATIONAL
OF SOUTH LAKE
TAHOE

SOROPTIMIST
Best for Women

2008-2009
Board Members

President
Jennifer Scanio

President-Elect
Linda Van Dam

Vice President

Ellen Camacho

Recording Sec

Corresponding Secretary

Vicki Gonzales

Treasurer

Cynthia Gillis

Director, 1 year

Val Connors

Director, 2 years
Peggy Thompson

Delegate, 1 year
Vicki McKenna

Delegate, 2 years
May Torres

Alt. Delegate, 1 yr.
Jennifer Quickel

Alt. Delegate, 2 yrs.
Lee Ann Steigers Genasci

Parliamentarian
Pam Barrett

Past President
Linda Massey

SOROPTAHOE
2009

Volume XLX Issue 10 April 2009

President’s Message

Hi Friends!

March was a fun month with
some great programs! The highlight
was a presentation by our own SIA
President Alice Wells. Thank you to
Joyce Blackstone and Jean Gurney for
all of their effort and care that made
this event possible as well as the St.
Patrick’s Day themed reception the
evening before. Another fascinating
program was the Women’s History
Month panel. We were able to learn
not only about the history of our club
and the women who comprise it, but
we also were entertained by stories of
the women who first came to Tahoe.

We are in full swing preparing
for the Sierra Nevada Region
Conference April 24" - 26" in Reno.
It looks like we are going to have great

attendance once again. It’s not too late
to sign up - we have a lot of fun! If you

are interested in attending, please

contact Linda VanDam. We still need
to put together a basket to be raffled at

the conference. If you have basket

For the second year, we had a
presence at the Lake Tahoe South
Shore Chamber of Commerce
Business Expo. Thank you to
Recruitment and Retention, for
coordinating our involvement at this
event, meeting with potential new
members and keeping SI South Lake
Tahoe in the public eye.

One more thank you to our Laws
and Resolutions Committee for their
hours of work in updating our
bylaws and procedures and in
“encouraging” members to be
present to vote. Your work is
appreciated.

My final thank you goes to the
Nina Anderson, Jean Gurney and
Cheryl Chambers, our fabulous
Nominating Committee. I am
confident that they will have another
amazing slate of candidates for the
2009-2010 year.

Wow...it’s already spring!

talent and would like to coordinate Happy April!
this, please let me know. President Jen
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NEWSMONGER

By: Linda Mendiz abal

PEG and Don KORTES spent
February in New Zealand; dtr. Kathy and
her husband met them in Auckland - nice to have 2 summers
this year ... TITA and Bob ANDERSON  and their "kids" went
to Yalapa, Mexico for a week ... CAROLYN and Mort MEIERS
are heading to Cabo for a few weeks ... ... CINDY ARCHER plans
toretire June4 ... WILLA MITTS got together with her
sisters in Palm Springs and they shopped her shoes off -
literally - guess they don't wear bobby sox in Palm Springs ...
PAT OLIVEIRA misses Tahoe so she climbed a mountain in
Hawaii in 35 degree temp with snow (so why go to Hawaii in
February?) .. ... PEGGY THOMPSON'S dtr. Michelle graduates
this year and has been accepted into the Peace Corp and is
looking forward to going to Latin America ... form  er member
PEG (Ritter) ROGERS was CAROLYN MEIERS guest and for
our longterm members who want to keep in touch, she lives in
Sebastapol and can be emailed at peggyrogers@comcast.net ...
congrats to MICHELLE SOWERS' 12 years dtr., Emma who
will be attending a leadership conference in D.C. this year ...
CYNTHIA GILLIS selected her first new car - a 2008 Suzuki
and sister MICHELLE SOWERS approves! ... ELLEN
CAMACHO will host a program on the "new" KTHO after 5 on
Thursdays ... LUCILLE HOLMLUND is cuddling a new man
those days - Rusty, a King Charles Spaniel ... JONNIE
CRAWFORD is still cuddling Bill after 54 years of marriage! ...
President JENNIFER SCANIO proudly announced that dtr.
Jillian has straight pluses on her report card including the
dreaded "behavior /talking in class" our condolences to
TRISH FERRARO on the passing of her mother -in-law who was
also the mother of office manager, Pat... ANNA RICHTER is
scheduled for nose surgery end of March  dto repair a long ago
accident damage ... VAL CONNERS' had a laminectomy on L3-4
to finally fix her bad back - she'll be terror at the golf
tournament this year! ... LAURIE AULT had gall bladder
surgery ... we all enjoyed meeting our charming SIA President
ALICE WELLS this month 6 JOYCE BLACKSTONE and JEAN
GURNEY put together an informal soiree at Embassy Suites'
Presidential Suite on St. Pat's Day followed by ALICE's
presentation at our meeting the following  day.
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Happy
Birthday

to our
April  Birthdays!

April 12" Chandler Monroe

April 16" Rita Redd

April 17" Virginia Matus-
Glen

April 26" Lucie King

SUPPORT +

If you know of happy news
or sad news
where someone needs some
Support +
Contact: Marilynn Durkin
577-5847mldurkin5@aol.com

S Club Update

TheS Clubgirls painted the Children's &m in
the Women's Center this past weekenthe three walls
and the background for the mural aemplete however,
it will take one or two more trips to the shelter to finish
the mural, as the paint needsdyy in between layers.
This project originated with Anna Richter coming to
speak to the club about the sheltShe told the girls the
room needed pating, and thg ran with the idea.On
Saturday Anna also showed up to help and brought pizza
and sodas for the girldhank youAnna!

We also need to thank Dennis Sheehan of Sheehan
Painting for providing the paint, brushes, drop clothes,
and most important, his employee Russ, who taped all
the baseboards, doors, windows and s¥éithout the
expertise of Carol Haas, the mural could not have been
done. She mixed paints, provided ideas an orchestrated
the entire processWe will have pctures of the mural
when completed.

The S Club is still selling custorrshirts,
benefiting the Invisible Children Foundation to help war
affected children of Northern Uganda. Money raised by
goes directly toward the facilities necessary @immain a
safe learning environment. Shirts are $15 each and can be
purchased by contacting Ellen Camacho or the S Club at
sclublt@hotmail.comColors are black, red or green,
sized S through XL.
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A R eminder
fr om the
Attenda nce

Committee

The new quarter starts
April 15,

For those who pay by the
quarter,
$90 is due.

s e
Thought of the
Month

An example of
male multi-tasking:
Surfing the internet,
while following a ball
game on the muted TV,
while listening to
political talk radio,
while taking a nap

Vicki Raucci Gonzales

Club
Announcements

Environmental Committee

Join us in planting trees in April in the Angora burn area,

and hop on your bikes to get your hearts pumping for

beautiful Lake Tahoe in May! We 6 | | he athesa|l | ab
events at the April 15th luncheoni d on 6t miThagk out !
you i Jennifer Quickel, Chair of Environment Committee

Golf Committee

Save the Date!!

The 2009 Celebrity Golf Tournament at Edgewood Tahoe
Golf Course will be held on July 13-19 this year. All members
are reminded that this event REQUIRES participation.

Wine Tasting Committee

This yearo6s Wine Tasting Eve
Friday, November 13th. This is also a
REQUIRED PARTICIPATION event so save the date!

Cultural Arts

The Cultural Arts Committee invites you to take advantage
of these up coming events:

LTCC Haldan Gallery is currently featuring 3 Reno
artists
Hours: Tues & Wed. 11-4, Thurs. 11-6, Fri. & Sat. 11-2
Closed Sunday and Mondays

LTCC events
Student Art Show i May 17t"7 June 18t
CATS CATS CATS play i June 11thi 20th




FIGHTING CHANCE
Update
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Fighting Chance classroom
presentations will begin
the last two weeks of May.

Teams of 2 3 Soroptimists will
present the curriculum to 4th ang
5th grade students in our
elementary schooldf you are nav
to the Fighting Chance project
there are several ways to learn
about it so you can participate.
Marnie Ryan brings orientation
bags to the Wednesday lunch
meetings.Each bag has the
curriculum and DVD or video tha
is used in the classroom¥ou may
take the bag home and acquain
yourself on your own time.

On April 22, a brief overview of thé
project and curriculum will be
presented at the lunch meeting |
members of the Fighting Chancg
committee.On May 6" & 13", 1
hour before the lunch meeting
casual orientation will take placeg

with committee mmbers.

Signups will begin at the April

22" meeting.Classroom

presentations are approximately
minutes long.
Please help us with this

MEETING RESERVATIONS Announcement

The Facilities and Programs Committees need your HELP!
On very few occasions do we ask our members to make
reservations - only so we can get a proper headcount for Harrah's.

This need for reservations comes up when we know there is a
luncheon program that will attract more than the usual amount of
attendees. Our membership is slightly over 100 persons, but when
was the last time you counted that many in attendance? Our club
is responsible for paying for the amount of lunches we guarantee.
If we were to guarantee 100 lunches each week, not only would a
lot of food be wasted, but we would be paying for those 100 which
would then take away from our allocations grants available monies.
In prior years, our club had mandatory attendance rules; however,
to accommodate potential members who were unable to make that
commitment, we changed our rules.

At the meeting for Alice Wells, President SIA, we had 58
reservations called in - 76 showed up. One member who had
made a reservation gave up her seat because she saw we were
running out of seating; another, who had been sick that week,
called on Wed AM to see if she could still attend and offered to
leave if we ran out of seating.

Thank you for your help!

Jean and Joyce
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The TAHOE CHO IR and LTCC CHORUS presenta
Spring concert
May 1st, 2nd and 3rd

174

[ The concert, "How the West Was Sungionsists of the songs thatell
the story ofthe pioneersand their settling of America.
Yy

2 Some of the songs are "Down in the Valley", Sweet Betsey From Pike",
"Shenardoah", "Cool Water" and "Tumblin' Tumbleweeds".
There will be a medley of Stephen Foster songbhe choir will be
joined by solosists and ensembles to sing all your favorites and more.

The performancesare at 8:00pm on May 1st and® and at 2:00pm
on May 34. All performances are in the Duke Theatre on the LTCC
campus
Tickets are $10 for general admission and $®r seniors and
students.
Children under 5 will be admitted free.
Hope to see you all there!

I
o1

important program!!



April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Child Abuse Prevention Month

Please support the Women’s Center by attending some of the wonderful events we
have planned to raise awareness and to raise funds to help support the more than
2,000 adult and child survivors of violence served by the
Women’s Center each year.

South Lake Tahoe

Women'’s Center

All Month Long

9 Call SLTWC at 544-2118 to request a bowl of blue and teal ribbons to have at
your office in support of Child Abuse Prevention and Sexual Assault
Awareness Month. Ask about the large, handmade bows we have available upon
request to hang outside your office. In exchange, we ask that you have a
donation box at your office for the month of April to raise funds to support local
survivors of child abuse and sexual assault.

9 We have $10 raffle tickets good for a chance to win an Edgewood/Callaway golf
package including a round of golf for two at Edgewood and two new Callaway
clubs! You can go to www.sltwc.org/calendar.html to see find out more about
the clubs and you can print out as many tickets as you would like to purchase
straight from our website! Simply fill in your contact info and mail the raffle
tickets to the Women’s Center (address is on the raffle tickets) or drop them by
at SLTWC no later than April 24™ at 4 pm.

April 1st - Crisis counseling training class begins at LTCC next week-register today at
www.ltcc.edu (course COU 111) to volunteer on the Women's Center's 24-
hour crisis line.

- Self Defense at Bijou Community School at 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Multi-Purpose
Room: SLTWC and SLTPD staff will collaborate to help your children to
practice important safety rules, including stranger danger, how to call 911,
saying “no” to an adult if they feel unsafe, and using self-defense techniques.
There will be a separate activity for adults that will focus on keeping kids safe,
how to speak to your children about good touch/bad touch and information


http://www.sltwc.org/calendar.html
http://www.ltcc.edu/

for parents/children on counseling and other local resources.

April 7 th _ Crisis counseling training class begins at LTCC-~register today at www.ltcc.edu
(Course COU 111) to volunteer on the Women's Center's 24-hour crisis line.

April 8 ™ _ Self Defense at Tahoe Valley Elementary at 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm, Multi-Purpose
Room. See April 1 self defense description!

April 10 ™ _Take Back the Night. Meet at 6 pm in the SLTWC parking lot for a march
down Hwy 50 to the Event! Center at Inn by the Lake. This is a teen-focused
event with teen speakers, music and stories of strength. Join your teen for a
night of local activism with a focus on keeping our community safe.

April 15 ™ - Last day to register a kids team or an adult team for the Women's Center's
Bowl-a-Thon, sponsored by Tahoe Bowl. The Bowl-a-thon is on April 25th.
Please go to www.sltwc.org/calendar.html for more information.

April 22 "d _ SLTWC Soroptimist program presentation: "How to Keep Kids Safe from
Predators," brought to you by the Women’s Health and Development
Committee.

- Ernie's Burger Night~drop by the Women's Center at 2941 Lake Tahoe Blvd.
or ask Anna for a $10 ticket today—contact her at arichter@sltwc.org or
directly at (530) 542-7633.

April 25 ! _ Rotary Volunteer Service Project Day at the Women's Center: Tahoe Douglas
Rotary and Rotorac (Rotary Club at LTCC) are volunteering their time to paint
and complete some other maintenance projects for the Women’s Center. A
special thanks goes to Nina Anderson and Lindy Mateas for sending their
husbands to the Women’s Center to set up this project!

- Bowl-a-thon at Tahoe Bowl! Kids teams bowl from 3-5 and adult teams bowl

from 6-8—teams must be registered by April 15 to participate! Go to
www.sltwe.org/calendar.html for more information.
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Another Birthday?

I myself recently survived another big one. It could have been
worse I suppose. At least I am still able to remember that I had
a birthday. There isn’t a great deal of significance in getting
older. One of the few positive things about it was that I didn’t
get any of the stupid cards tell me that ’'m “Over the hill.” I got
all the “Over the hill” stuff when I turned 50 years old. 1don’t
feel any older. Plenty of people are older than I am, but the
inescapable fact is that even more people aren’t. I really don’t
feel old, but I do find myself hanging around the senior citizen
centers on the off chance that I will hear someone refer to me as
“that young lady.”

I am starting to pay more attention to those insurance ads that promise “you can’t be turned
down for any reason.” With each birthday I realize the concept of retirement isn’t something
to look forward to, my body and my mind have already done it. The really depressing part of
growing older is reading the financial advice columns about how we need an investment plan
to see us through “the golden years.” The stories have charts that tell us how much we should
be putting away each month to insure that we will be financially secure when those years come.
Based on how many years I've already failed to put money aside so far, it looks like I will be
spending some of my “golden years” under a bridge in a cardboard box somewhere.

Popular music passed me by several years ago. Not only does today’s music all sound alike to
me, I no longer have to yell, “turn that music down.” I have some trouble hearing, so it really
doesn’t matter. I did buy a larger screen T.V. and even then moving my chair a little closer to
get the full effect. Movies, one of my life long passions, aren’t what are helping me to feel any
younger either. If I recognize the name of a star today, chances are good it’s because he or she
is the child of one of my girlhood idols.

My health is pretty good “for my age.” My body doesn’t look too good, but my eyesight is
getting worse too, so that’s a plus. If there had been anything bad in my life my memory isn’t
to good either, so I’'ve forgotten it. Still if I hear one more person tell me “You are only as old
as you feel.” I'm going to whack them with my AARP card!

The Anonymous Soroptimist



SISLT PROGRAM SCHEDULE
April

April 1 st

April 8

April 15 th

April 22 nd

April 29 ™

Business Meeting - Harrah’s

This is a very important meetird)E NEED A QUORUM
Please do your part to participate!

“STHS Young Women of Distinction” - Harrah’s

Help us honor young women who werbys#ieated
instructors at South Tahoe High.

“Adopt a Plot/Bike to Work Challenge” - Harrah’s
Learn about the Angora reforestation project on
this spring. Also, find out how to bike your way t

heart while decreasingcyaur b on f oot ¢

Wor k Weeko.

“Keeping Kids Safe from Sexual Predators” -
Harvey’s

Besides learning how to keep our chiltien gafe,
Fighting Chanceo Commi
up sheets for our school trassgns.

“8" Grade Achievement Awards/Whittell High
School’s Young Women of Distinction” - Harrah’s
Come help us celebrateltieya@ments of our locadl




